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Sowing value in the 
cereal sector 
Todd Hames  |  Alberta Wheat Commission chair

What an exciting time the last few months have 
been for producers and other key members 
of the cereals industry. I am honoured to be a 
part of the positive developments that have 
been made through the recent amalgamation 
and senior leadership unveiling by the new 
Cereals Canada organization. The value of 
these developments to producers will be felt 
in the coming months and years and I think I 
speak for many in the industry when I say we 
are better equipped than ever to capitalize 
on opportunities for Canadian wheat in both 
domestic and international markets. 

Historically Cereals Canada and the Canadian 
International Grains Institute (Cigi) have had 
longstanding success as separate entities. 
By amalgamating under a common vision 
to expand and grow value opportunities for 
Canadian wheat, this merger allows two strong 
organizations to form beneficial synergies and 
provide a unified national direction to policy 
and market development. All while maintaining 
the technical expertise and support that 
Canadian wheat is known for abroad. Within 

the newly defined Cereals Canada organization, 
the governance structure is another value 
proposition as all members have the 
opportunity to shape and influence initiatives. 
Farm organizations and industry equally share in 
the funding and representation on the board of 
directors. Farmers across the country should feel 
confident in knowing that farmers just like them 
are sharing in the development of strategies 
with other members of the value chain to 
capitalize on market opportunities for Canadian 
wheat.  

At the direction of the board, you can expect 
to see a newly defined strategic plan and 
increased engagement within the industry as 
the organization moves forward under the 
dedicated leadership of chief executive officer, 
Dean Dias and chief strategy officer, Cam Dahl. I 
am honoured to be taking on the role of board 
chair and I am thrilled to be able to help lead this 
organization in the coming years. I look forward 
to sharing more from the exciting new territory 
we embark on with Cereals Canada in the future.

For more information on the new Cereals 
Canada organization, read Cereals Canada and 
Cigi: united they stand on page 3.  

Better Together

Chairs  
Messages

Paving a path in Canadian 
agriculture
Dave Bishop  |  Alberta Barley chair

During my six years with Alberta Barley, I could 
not be more proud of all the commission has 
accomplished and the progress made. Alberta 
Barley has grown to be a go-to commission in 
the Canadian agriculture industry, which has 
taken time, determination and consistency. As 
I reflect over the years, the highlights are truly 
endless but a few highpoints jump out at me. 

Alberta Barley has led countless initiatives aimed 
to advance barley’s competitiveness. One being 
the Getting to Growth strategy. This initiative 
was a roundtable of the barley value-chain 
consisting of farmers, maltsters, brewers and 
grain companies. Being a part of a collaborative 
approach to identifying value-chain synergies, 
while also recognizing concerns, was 
groundbreaking for our sector. 

In the summer of 2019, we hosted a cutting-
edge event called Made in Canada Crop 
Tour, a joint event between Alberta Barley, 
the Canadian Malting Barley Technical Centre 
and the Brewing and Malting Barley Research 
Institute – which showcased Alberta barley’s 
competitive advantage to international maltsters 
and brewers.

Advancing farmers’ interests in agriculture policy 
has grown to be another strong suit for Alberta 
Barley, and a passion of mine. Through strong 
partnerships with other farm organizations 
such as the Team Alberta collaboration and our 
affiliation with the Grain Growers of Canada, 
I can assure farmers our voice is being heard 
provincially and federally.

It has also been rewarding to see our 
commodity prosper in recent years. With 
increased acres and strong prices, Canadian 
barley is in a state of growth. At the time of 
writing, it was reported that over 3.6 million 
acres of barley were seeded in Alberta this year, 
which is expected to produce over 5.1 million 
metric tonnes – the largest barley crop the 
province has grown since 2013.  

Again, the highlights are endless. But lastly, I 
would like to recognize the joint staff of the 
commissions and the leader at the helm, Tom 
Steve. Back in 2017 we embarked on a journey 
to amalgamate staff with the Alberta Wheat 
Commission, and I am proud of the successful 
model we developed. I would like to thank 
Tom Steve for his leadership and the staff for 
their ongoing efforts on behalf of farmers. 
Further, I would like to thank my fellow board 
members, current and past, for the years of 
working together to advance Alberta barley. It 
has been an honour and a pleasure. I could not 
be prouder and I look forward to tracking all the 
greatness Alberta Barley has in store. 
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General Manager’s Message
Tom Steve, General Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

RDAR blazing a trail in ag 
research
On March 30, 2020, Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry Devin Dreeshen announced a new 
vision for provincial agriculture research that 
will see farmers and ranchers - not government 
officials - set the priorities and substantially direct 
how taxpayer research dollars are spent. 

At the core of this groundbreaking approach 
is the creation of Results Driven Agriculture 
Research (RDAR), a non-profit, producer-led 
company that will operate at arm’s length 
from the Government of Alberta. RDAR 
will be entrusted with directing up to $37 
million in annual research funding that is 
currently administered by the Ag and Forestry 
department.

I am proud to serve as vice chair of RDAR’s 
interim board of directors and co-chair of 
the advisory committee which consists of 
representatives from 50 organizations including 
crop and livestock commissions, provincial farm 
groups, universities and colleges and applied 
research associations. The committee will advise 
the board on RDAR’s research priorities, provide 
feedback on its overall performance and the 
value of its research investments.

Why is this important to your farm? Research is 
how you can access new varieties with better 
yields and improved disease and pest resistance; 
how you can squeeze better performance out 
of your crops through continuous improvements 
in agronomic practices.

The seeds of RDAR were sown under the 
previous New Democratic Party (NDP) 
government which was moving away from 
productivity-based research to a model 
designed to inform government policy on 
issues such as climate change, public trust and 
social license. Crop and livestock commissions, 
including the Alberta Wheat Commission 
(AWC) and Alberta Barley strongly objected 
to this policy direction so when the United 
Conservative Party (UCP) came to power they 
promised a change in course. 

Following a series of consultations in early 2020, 
Minister Dreeshen announced the creation of 
RDAR, a model largely based on a white paper 
written by Dr. Lauren Comin, director of research 
with the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions.

RDAR’s startup funding came in the form of a $2 
million Canadian Agriculture Program (CAP) grant 
administered by Alberta Barley. RDAR has since 
been incorporated as a federal not-for-profit 
corporation so the remaining grant funds have 
been transferred to RDAR.

How will farmers influence the direction of 
RDAR and that $37 million in provincial money?  
The current nine-member interim board will 
be replaced in February 2021 by a permanent 
eleven-member board elected by members 
at the first annual meeting. Seven directors will 
be nominated from the RDAR membership of 
33 Alberta farm organizations and four will be 
nominated by the board. 

You won’t find a research model like this 
anywhere else in Canada. It’s a bold new 
direction and I have been privileged to play a 
part in it.

FarmCash can help producers leverage the best market price
Syeda Khurram, Chief Financial Officer and Director of Human Resources  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

The largest stressors for farmers during harvest time are variability around 
production based on the weather and variability in market prices. Many 
farmers experience the highest negative cash position during harvest 
season when they continue to pay operating costs, while their main 
source of revenue is still in the field. Market price determines the bottom 
line of a farm operation, as farmers primarily rely on the market price to 
recover all operating expenses, reduce the liabilities, grow farm income 
and make future strategic investments for their business growth.  

In order for a producer to be prepared for variability in market prices 
and production that could shrink their net profit margins, good cash 
flow planning with realistic projections are key. Cash flow planning 
involves tools that meet the emerging cash needs while maintaining farm 
operating reserves, ensuring income stabilization and maintaining the 
expected level of returns. With less or no cash coming in, applying for 
operating loans and other cash flow management tools are considered 
essential for maintaining short and long-term financial stability of 
successful farms.

One of the most applicable cash flow management tools that boosts the 
level of confidence in expected returns is FarmCash. It helps producers 
manage their production costs and market their crops when the timing is 
right to increase profitability, rather than making marketing decisions that 
are dependent on cash flow constraints. By filling the gap between when 
revenue comes in and when the expenses are due, farmers can increase 
the net worth of their farm by including FarmCash as part of their cash 
flow planning. 

FarmCash is a federal loan program that provides producers with easy 
access to low-interest cash. Producers can assess up to $1 million with 
the first $100,000 interest free, and the remainder at a low interest rate of 
TD Prime minus 0.75 per cent. Alberta producers of over 50 agricultural 
commodities including crops, livestock and honey can apply for free 
through a simple online application and receive funds in three to five 
business days upon completion of their application.

FarmCash provides farmers the opportunity to leverage the best market 
price by allowing them to store grain until the price is yielding profits 
for their farm and repay when they sell their product based on the right 
market conditions for the continued success of their operation.

FarmCash is an easy to use program that sustains farm cash flow in real 
time, increases bottom lines by providing the opportunity of gaining the 
best market price and generates cost savings by leveraging the lowest 
interest rates in the market. Fuel farm growth through FarmCash. 

Producers can apply for FarmCash online at farmcashadvance.com or call 
1.855.376.2274 to speak with a FarmCash representative.

Apply today at FarmCashAdvance.com to learn more or call us at 1-855-376-2274.

Cash advances of up to $1 million at FarmCashAdvance.com
FarmCash makes it convenient to apply for a low interest cash advance of up to $1 million,  

with the first $100,000 interest-free.

Our easy online application process – and support from our knowledgeable customer service  
staff – means you could have access to funds within 3-5 business days.*

Apply Now

Advances on 50+ commodities  
including all major crops, livestock  

and honey

Competitive interest rate of prime 
minus 0.75% on the remainder

Easy online application and 
superior customer service

CASH
FLOW 

TO HELP  
YOU GROW

 *Based on submission of a completed application. 

The Advance Payments Program is a federal loan program administered by the Alberta 
Wheat Commission. It offers Canadian farmers marketing flexibility through interest-free 
and low interest cash advances.Advance Payments 

Program
Programme de 
paiements anticipés
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As online apps have proven, the perfect match 
is hard to find. As it turns out, though, Cereals 
Canada and the Canadian International Grains 
Institute (Cigi) were just meant to be together, 
which helps explain their amalgamation in June 
of 2020. It is a timely union, as in an evolving 
environment, it is critical that alignment be 
found between organizations providing 
complementary service to the value chain.

“This fusion has been in the works for a couple 
of years, and was undertaken by a range of 
members across the value chain and across 
Canada,” said Todd Hames, chair of Cereals 
Canada and Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC). 
“The move was a recognition of the synergies to 
be had from working together.”

Both organizations bring considerable clout to 
the partnership. Cigi traces its long history as 
a technical support agency back to the wheat 
board days, working primarily on wheat with 
international customers.

“Cigi is highly respected by customers 
worldwide, and they laid a lot of the 
groundwork for our market development 
efforts,” said Tom Steve, general manager of the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions. “After 
the wheat board shut down, Cereals Canada 
came along as a value chain organization 
representing provincial producer commissions, 
grain companies, exporters, life science 
companies, smaller seed developers and major 
bread companies.”

Given that Cigi and Cereals Canada were already 
working together, joining forces on a formal 
basis was the next logical step.

“Between the two groups, we address the dual 
components that are critical to market access: 
the customer and the government involved,” 
said Hames. “When regulatory issues arise that 
may impact our customers, it’s vital to have a 
good working relationship with regulators to 
keep things running smoothly. It just makes 
sense for our two organizations to collaborate in 
managing these issues.”

For farmers, the amalgamation offers the best 
of both worlds. While the new organization 
maintains the Cereals Canada mandate of 
promoting market development, market access 
and government relations, the Cigi arm offers 
a wealth of technical support for the Canadian 
grain sector. 

“We have a lot of data on how to use Canadian 
wheat, as customers around the world use 

wheat for different products and purposes,” 
said Hames. “Whether it’s baking or biscuits, flat 
bread or traditional bread, we bring technical 
expertise on how to get the most out of our 
product and why there is value in it.”

In fact, telling the story of Canadian grain has 
long been a driver for Cereals Canada, along 
with market access, trade, market development, 
innovation, advocacy and awareness. 

Though the way grain is bought and shipped 
has remained fairly constant over the years, 
consumer needs and wants have changed 
considerably.

“Consumers today are much savvier and more 
interested in knowing about their food,” said 
Hames. “We inform them on the quality, safety 
and consistency of our grain, and it’s crucial that 
we speak together on this as a value chain rather 
than everyone telling a different story. It’s all 
about bringing the customer and farmer closer 
together, and Cereals Canada can help with that 
link.”

Telling that story was also a big draw for Dean 
Dias, the newly appointed chief executive officer 
(CEO) of Cereals Canada.

“Growing up in Mumbai, India, I never expected 
to be working in Canadian agriculture,” said Dias. 
“But once you get in and see the value of this 
industry to both Canada and the world at large, 
as well as the respect of customers towards our 
products, it’s hard not to be enthused about 
sharing those messages around the globe.”

Dias has worn many hats for Cigi over the past 
ten years. He spent time running technical 
exchange programs in various countries and 
acquired his technical knowledge of grains in 
the process.

“That role gave me a good understanding of 
what is required for Canadian cereals to be 
competitive worldwide,” said Dias. 

Most recently, he served as director of value 
chain relations, sharing his understanding of 
markets and explaining Cigi’s efforts to its 
members. He was excited about joining forces 
with Cereals Canada, and jumped at the chance 
to lead the new organization.

“I knew that our efforts to date were 
complementary, and that we were stronger 
working together and offering one point of 
contact for customers.”

In taking the reins as CEO, Dias is now focused 
on strategic planning with his board of directors 

to provide clear direction for staff and industry 
moving forward. They have a lot to work with, 
as together, the two organizations provide 
more support, innovation, development and 
collaboration than ever before.

For his part, Hames is also eying the future, and 
he likes what he sees.

“We are excited about the future of farming 
and Cereals Canada,” said Hames. “We have a 
great story, good members and a strong board 
behind us, so the building blocks are all in place. 
By bringing these two groups together, we 
are creating new energy and enthusiasm, and 
hopefully that will translate to the marketplace.”

Cereals Canada and Cigi: united they stand
Geoff Geddes  |  The Word Warrior

In 2017, I began my Nuffield Farming Scholarship journey with the goal of 
understanding new applications for remote sensing in crop production 
and the value that remote sensing brings to growers, agronomists and the 
industry in Western Canada. In seeking this information my travels took 
me through many countries including the United States, the U.K., Australia, 
New Zealand, France, Ireland, Brazil and Mexico. Below I discuss some of 
my findings. 

The attention to remote sensing in crop production has significantly 
increased over the last five years with the growth of the unmanned 
aircraft vehicle industry and improvements in temporal and spatial satellite 
imagery resolution. That being said, remote sensing has a long history 
with over 50 years of application in crop production. Worldwide there are 
many examples of how remote sensing can be used to manage water, 
soil, crops, pests and improve varietal selection and production practices. 
Many of the applications are now being further developed due to 
technological advances in data acquisition, processing and interpretation.

Although we can learn from applications developed in other parts of 
the world, we also need to continue evaluating how remote sensing 
technology can be further integrated into the tools we use to assess 
crop production in Western Canada. Current uses for remote sensing 
technology in Canada have included disease detection in vineyards, 
orchards and high value crops (i.e. potatoes), assessing soil and moisture 
field variability for application in variable rate nutrient applications, weed 
mapping, measuring crop biomass and crop yield modelling. 

Most aerial imagery data applications require additional analysis 
and interpretation to become actionable and usable. Growers and 
agronomists are looking for technologies that can provide simple 
management and production efficiencies. While remote sensing data can 
provide one layer of information on crop production and field variability, 
in many cases, combining information such as moisture, soil nutrients, yield 
data and topography can improve the full picture of field variability.

The value and application of remote sensing data to agronomists and 
farmers will be better realized when used in larger data sets to describe or 
predict factors that influence crop production, field variability or risk. For 
example, information generated from crop yield models can be used to 
monitor the economic and environmental performance of farms spatially 
and temporally. Countries like Australia and the U.K. are leading the way in 
bridging multiple data sets together to create tools that forecast yields or 
benchmark yields in an area. 

Lastly, there is an increasing trend to have transparency in the production 
and management of food. Remote sensing technologies can help 
improve our understanding of long-term sustainability and examine 
the impact of climate change, technology advances, land use and 
management practices on crop production. For example, remote sensing 
can provide a visual transparency on production practices that can 
highlight successes in management or indicate areas of improvement. 
Information that can benchmark farmers with good and bad production 
and financial practices has become increasingly of interest to banks in 
Europe and Australia that finance farm operations. 

I have carried these findings from my Nuffield Farming Scholarship study 
along with a better realization of the value of remote sensing technologies 
into my career as owner at Axiom Agronomy Ltd. I use remote sensing 
in my business to help gauge decisions in crop management such as 
pesticide applications, yield assessments, validating or complimenting 
yield maps and developing Virtual Reality fertility zones. My business has 
moved more into the utilization of satellite imagery but I continue to see 
the value of adding UAV and manned aircraft data for more specific data 
acquisition projects. As Canada develops more remote sensing tools, 
other companies’ products will complement or increase the accuracy 
on big data sets. Although remote sensing is in the beginning stages of 
utilization as a crop production tool in Canada, I am certain that the list of 
potential values for its use will continue to grow.

Polziehn’s full report titled Remote Sensing in Crop Production: 
Applications and Value is available at www.nuffield.ca/scholars-reports.

Applications of remote sensing in crop production
Kristina Polziehn  |  2017 Nuffield Canada Scholarship Recipient 

Online and on point
While communication can be a challenge 
in the pandemic era, Cereals Canada and 
Cigi are focused on providing value and 
giving stakeholders more transparency 
around who they are and what they do.

A prime example is this year’s new crop 
seminars, which are going online in 
November of 2020 to provide a new 
digital experience to both customers and 
farmers.  

“Through direct feedback from Canadian 
producers, there is recognition that we 
must give them the opportunity to see 
what information is being delivered to 
customers, and we are doing that by 
enabling farmers to log into the new 
online crop session for 2020,” said Brenna 
Mahoney, director of communications and 
stakeholder relations for Cereals Canada.

Farmers will also have their own 
session in January/February 2021. This 
will be focused on the newly merged 
organization, the Responsible Grain Code 
of Practice, upcoming industry information 
and customer feedback regarding the 
2020 crop.

“Our goal as an organization is to innovate 
and adapt to the growing and changing 
needs of both customers and farmers,” 
said Mahoney. “The value chain needs 
us to be dynamic and flexible. We are 
going to continually challenge ourselves 
to provide more value to our key 
stakeholders.”

Annual General  
Meeting

Join us for Alberta Wheat 
Commission’s

January 27, 2020          

10:30 a.m.            

To be determined

 
Open to the general public

albertawheat.com

Pencil us into your calendars! 
Alberta Wheat Commission’s AGM 
will be held both in-person and 
virtually. For more information visit 
the events page on our website.
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Pandemic helps in record grain movement 
Geoff Backman, Business Development and Markets Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

The year 2020 has some looking for silver linings. When times are hard, it 
is important to celebrate the small wins. This is a story about a crop year 
seemingly destined to be a disaster but instead resulted in new records of 
grain transported in Canada worth celebrating.

The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions along with other agricultural 
groups successfully advocated for the provincial and federal governments 
to deem agriculture a non-restricted service, allowing agriculture and 
agri-food businesses to continue operating throughout the pandemic. The 
effort was worth it as grain exporting facilities and businesses that import 
the essential supplies needed for the planting of the 2020 crop continued 
to operate when much of the economy was forced to close.  

While harvest 2019 was only a year ago, it stands out due to the successive 
difficulties that delayed the transportation of grain by rail. The harvest 
season started off poorly as a wet October led to many farmers struggling 
through harvest well into November. Despite heroic efforts, significant 
portions of crop remained unharvested until the spring of 2020.

Coinciding with a difficult harvest, labour negotiations in November of  
2019 led to union work stoppages with the Canadian National Railway 
(CN). Fast-forwarding to February of 2020, heavy rainfall in British Columbia 
led to rail track outages. Additionally, protests across Canada blockaded 
portions of the CN rail line in February. The blockades were removed by 
March, only to be met by the COVID-19 pandemic that shuttered major 
portions of the Canadian economy. 

The issues faced in Canadian rail transport in the last year impacted the 
efficiency of Canadian grain exports, most notably seen in the lineups 
of ships on the west coast waiting for grain arriving later than expected. 
These vessel lineups were consistently higher than average from the 
months of October 2019 through to April 2020. West coast vessel lineups 
over last year’s crop year were more frequent and longer even compared 
to the rail movement delays of 2013-14 and 2017-18. Waiting ships charge 
demurrage (fines for late loading), that caused millions of dollars of 
additional logistics costs, a portion of which was passed back to farmers 
through lower grain prices. 

By March 2020, the rail transport of grain appeared to be heading towards 
yet another disaster, as it wasn’t clear how grain could catch up given the 
number of vessels waiting at port. In order to catch up the backlogged 
volume of grain, the rail lines would need to be cleared of almost all traffic 
except for grain. This was an impossible ask, that is until COVID-19 closed 
major portions of the economy. 

As factories and businesses closed, the total amount of goods and 
commodities requiring transport diminished and rail companies were 
scrambling to find business. The demand for grain movement suddenly 
received greater attention from railways than ever before. The Canadian 
Pacific Railway (CP) reported all time high grain shipment volumes in the 
months of March, April and July. CN recorded the highest grain shipment 
volumes for individual months during March, April, May, June and July. 
While we have not yet received final export numbers, this has almost 
certainly been a year of record exports.

This year has highlighted many ways that the transportation system is 
vulnerable and finding ways to build resiliency will be a focus going 
forward. Without minimizing the widespread suffering felt by Canadians 
this year, the circumstance provided the grain industry with an opportunity. 
By allowing continued operations of grain elevators and terminals, the 
agricultural sector showcased just how efficient it can be. Once the rail 
capacity was available, farmers and grain handlers moved millions of 
tonnes of grain in five months to fill an unprecedented and overwhelming 
backlog of grain deliveries. Since grain production is growing by an 
average of two per cent each year, greater rail capacity will be required in 
the years to come. The record movement of grain over the last five months 
of crop year 2019-20 has proved that the agricultural sector can efficiently 
handle increased capacity for grain transportation, if railways make the 
capacity available. 

Most in the agriculture industry know Alberta’s Crop Protection Guide 
as the Blue Book – one of the most valued resources amongst Alberta 
farmers, agronomists and agriculture professionals. Thanks to the continual 
contributions from the crop protection industry, the Blue Book has delivered 
annual pesticide product additions and updates to farmers and agronomists 
for over 20 years. 

Formerly produced by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, the Alberta Wheat 
Commission (AWC), Alberta Barley, Alberta Canola and Alberta Pulse Growers 
will be producing the Blue Book going forward. Alberta’s four major crop 
commissions are collaboratively working to ensure the Blue Book continues 
to deliver valuable crop protection information that Alberta farmers and 
agronomists can trust and rely on.

“With a production model and process already in place, we are diligently 
working to develop the 2021 Blue Book,” says Tom Steve, general manager 
of the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions. “We wanted to ensure this 
longstanding publication continues to deliver value to Alberta farmers and 
agronomists.”

The commissions have hired an experienced consultant who is leading the 
additions and updates for the 2021 edition of the Blue Book. Additionally, 
the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions’ internal publication staff from 
GrainsWest magazine will be integral in the review, design and publishing of 
the Blue Book. 

Alberta farmers, agronomists and agriculture professionals can expect 
the Blue Book to have similar release timelines as past editions. Print and 
digital copies of the 2021 Blue Book will be available by mid-March of 2021. 
Additional information on how you can purchase copies of the 2021 Blue Book 
will be made available this fall. Stay tuned by visiting albertawheat.com or 
albertabluebook.com.

For more information regarding the Blue Book, contact Brian Kennedy, 
extension and grower relations manager at  
bkennedy@albertawheatbarley.com.

The Blue Book’s new chapter
Erin Tateson, Interim Communications Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

Preliminary results from an ongoing Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry survey revealed that the 
majority of farmers and agronomists in Alberta rely on 
the Blue Book as their first resource of choice for crop 
protection information. 

albertabarley.com

Join us at the Prairie Cereals Summit  
for Alberta Barley’s 

Annual General
Meeting

For more information visit the events page on our website
Only directors and delegates can vote on resolutions

Open to the general public | Pre-registration required

December 9, 2020 | 3:00 p.m.            
Fairmont Banff Springs - Cascade Room
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In 2017, when the Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions increased their levy upon the 
sunset of the Western Canadian Deduction 
(WCD), the boards announced their intentions 
to take over core support of public variety 
development from Western Grains Research 
Foundation. In December 2019, new  
five-year agreements with the University of 
Saskatchewan’s Crop Development Centre 
(CDC) were executed worth $9.6 million 
for wheat and $2.7 million for barley. 

After several years of negotiation, the Canadian 
Wheat Research Coalition (CWRC) and the 
Canadian Barley Research Coalition (CBRC), 
representing the prairie wheat and barley 
producer commissions, signed their first core 
breeding agreements with Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). 

For wheat, this five-year agreement, valued 
at $22.6 million, will provide human resource 
support for numerous positions across Canada. 
These positions support the five AAFC breeders 
in Alberta (two), Saskatchewan (two) and 
Manitoba (one) working on Canadian Prairie 
Spring-Red, Canadian Western Hard Red Winter, 
Canadian Western Red Spring and Canadian 

Western Amber Durum for our various agro-
ecological zones. 

The agreement for barley variety development 
support also spans from 2020 to 2025 and 
provides $1.5 million of human resource 
capacity support to the AAFC breeding 
program located in Brandon, Manitoba. 
Although the breeder, Dr. Ana Badea, is located 
in Brandon and completes her crossing work 
there, germplasm is tested across Western 
Canada, including at several sites in Alberta. 

Agreements for wheat variety development 
between CWRC, University of Alberta and the 
University of Manitoba are expected to be 
negotiated by May 2021 and December 2020, 
respectively. Together, the funding provided 
to all institutions will ensure a strong public 
variety development effort in wheat and barley 
through to 2025 and will provide producers 
with new and improved genetics. 

When a trip to Scotland arose, southern Alberta farmer Lars (Larry) 
Hirch could not pass up the opportunity to cross-off a bucket list item 
and tour a Scotch distillery. Little did he know, it would not only fulfill 
a lifelong wish but it would set in motion a growing passion and new 
business venture for his farming operation. 

Lars Hirch has been farming for over 25 years near Rolling Hills, a small 
agricultural community south of Brooks, Alberta, growing numerous 
cereals and forage crops under irrigation. After touring the Scotch 
distillery in 2016, he was intrigued by the process and took a six-day 
distilling course in Kelowna for hands-on learning. 

“When they told me all you need to make scotch is barley, yeast and 
water, I thought that was a fun way to add value to the barley I was 
growing which typically gets used for cattle feed,” says Hirch. 

Fast forward four years to spring 2020, Hirch opened Pivot Spirits – a 
local distillery in his home community of Rolling Hills. Pivot Spirits 
embodies the local farming landscape of irrigated crop production and 
sustainable farming. 

“It’s difficult to grow malt barley varieties here and have it grade malt, 
so I decided to approach distilling by using the varieties that were 
best suited for my farming practices. I’m using unique varieties that 
are special to the irrigated land and my goal is to get grains grown in 
irrigation recognized for their own terroir.”

Hirch grows CDC Austenson, a feed barley variety, and uses the grain 
for many of his distilled spirits. CDC Austenson is known for its high 
bushel weight and short, strong straw making it an attractive barley 
variety for irrigation farmers. 

“It all works back to best yield per acre, so a high bushel weight variety 
like Austenson works well for that,” says Hirch.

In addition to the unique grains used to distill their craft spirits, Pivot 
Spirits promotes sustainable practices by sharing their farm story with 
customers. Given Hirch’s farmyard and cropland are within  
eye-sight of the distillery, guests can enjoy Pivot Spirits’ beverages with 
southern Alberta farm field views. A full grain to glass experience. 

“I’ve noticed over the years there seems to be a disconnect between 
producers and consumers and I think this is a way to bridge the gap. 
I have a lot of urban people visiting the distillery so this gives me a 
chance to promote agriculture, our local area and the sustainable 
practices we use on our farm.” 

Rolling Hills is situated in the Eastern Irrigation District in southern 
Alberta, and has more specialty crops emerging, says Hirch. With more 
local farmers growing crops like alfalfa and hybrid canola, pollination 
has inherently become more common around the small farming 
community. 

“People are becoming more aware of how important pollination is in 
agriculture and productivity. The bee in my Pivot Spirits logo represents 
that aspect of our local farming area and it symbolizes the sense of 
community and hard work.”

Hirch grows a variety of crops and forages including barley, rye, 
triticale, winter wheat, soft wheat and timothy hay. Pivot Spirits has a 
selection of craft spirits including their Full Circle Vodka and Farmacy 
Gin. The distillery has also created a “Young Gun Series” for spirits that 
require three years of aging before labelling them as whiskey. The 
Young Gun Series includes barley, rye and triticale. 

Hirch runs Pivot Spirits with his wife Rachelle and you will often find 
one of his four kids helping in either the distillery room, or serving 
customers in the busy tap room.

Pivot Spirits embraces unique 
grain to glass story 
Erin Tateson, Interim Communications Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and 
Barley Commissions Join Us

December 9 – 10, 2020 
Fairmont Banff Springs

albertawheat.com albertabarley.com

Early Bird Rate
Until November 15 - $250

Regular Rate
After November 15 - $325 

Tickets Include:
• Alberta Barley AGM 
• Beer Tasting Event
• PCS Conference 
• Banquet Supper

Fairmont Banff Springs 
Room Rate $189/night  
*plus taxes and fees

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois
The pandemic’s legacy 
on our food supply 
chain.

Featuring 

Purchase your ticket at: 

albertabarley.com
Pre-registration is required and is open to the general public. 

Full refund available until December 2nd.

Only directors and delegates 
can vote on resolutions

For more information visit our events page at 
albertabarley.com

Wheat and barley commissions make 
their mark on variety development
Lauren Comin, Director of Research | Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions
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Navigating oil and 
gas well-site issues 
on your farm  
Shannon Sereda, Government Relations and Policy Manager  |  
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Over the past several years, farmers and other landowners 
have become increasingly frustrated with issues related to oil 
and gas well-site operations they have permitted on their land 
through leaseholder agreements between landowner and oil 
and gas operators governed by the Surface Rights Act. 

Farmers are often left to navigate the various procedures and 
processes for dealing with one or more of these issues. At the 
direction of our policy committees, the Alberta Wheat and 
Barley Commissions have created a resource; A Farmer’s Guide 
to Well-Site Issues in Alberta, to help guide farmers to the 
appropriate organizations and contacts to address various well-
site concerns they may have.

Despite the legal standing of the leaseholder agreements, in 
regards to payment and procedure, issues continue to surface 
for farmers and landowners related to: payment compliance, 
reduction of lease payments and the orphaning of wells - when 
an operator becomes insolvent and the site no longer has a 
legally or finally responsible party to be held accountable for 
managing, decommissioning and reclaiming the wellsite. 

Recent funding announcements have seen some commitment 
from both the federal and provincial government to expediate 
issues related to orphaned oil and gas wells and capacity issues 
within the Surface Rights Board (SRB). 

Mainly funded by the Government of Canada COVID-19 
Economic Response Plan, the Government of Alberta has 
announced a process, launched on May 1, 2020, to pay 
out close to $1 billion in cleanup grants to oilfield service 
companies, as part of the Site Rehabilitation Program. The 
program is expected to create around 5, 200 jobs in Alberta. In 
April, the Prime Minster announced a $1.7 billion investment into 
cleaning up orphaned and abandoned oil and gas wells across 
the western provinces. 

This is on the heels of an earlier announcement by the 
Government of Alberta in March 2020 of a $100 million loan to 
the Orphan Wells Association to help clean-up efforts. Many 
critics wonder how this enforces the ‘polluter pays’ principle 
by allocating public funds to the cleanups. Further, concerns 
have been voiced around how much of this funding will go 
back to farmers and other landowners in delinquent payments 
and in improving the SRB’s capacity to deal with backlogged 
applications to compensate landowners accordingly. Even after 
a well has been deemed orphaned, landowners continue to 
be eligible for SRB payments up to the point that a reclamation 
certificate has been received on the land. 

A Farmer’s Guide to Well Site Issues in Alberta 
can be found at albertawheat.com and 
albertabarley.com.

Conduct on-farm research trials designed 
around your topic of interest with Plot2Farm  

– a research initiative for Alberta wheat  
and barley farmers.

 
Plot2Farm is seeking farmers interested  
in participating in next year’s program. 
Learn more or sign-up by contacting Jeremy 

Boychyn, Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions’ 
agronomy research extension specialist at 

jboychyn@albertawheatbarley.com.  

Don’t wait. Limited spots available!

 Interested in learning how 
AGRONOMIC decisions 

impact your crop?

Join us for Regional Meetings
November 17-26, 2020
Coming to a community (or computer) near you! 
Attend regional meetings in person or online for the latest commission 
updates, farm management tips and agronomic information.

NEW: Virtual voting option! 
Whether you attend in person or online, you can vote on elections 
and resolutions through our new virtual voting option at:

albertawheatvotes.com  |  albertabarleyvotes.com 

All meetings will be held in person from  9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
with an online option available.

Visit our events pages or call us and learn how to register for the meeting in your region. 

Date Location Organizations & Regions Venue

Nov 17, 2020 Lethbridge AWC & ABC Region 1 The Coast Hotel

Nov 18, 2020 Strathmore AWC & ABC  Region 2 Strathmore Civic Centre

Nov 19, 2020 Bowden AWC & ABC Region 3 Bowden Community Hall

Nov 23, 2020 Bonnyville AWC & ABC  Region 4
Bonnyville Centennial 

Centre

Nov 24, 2020 Westlock AWC & ABC  Region 5 Westlock Inn

Nov 26, 2020 Rycroft AWC Region 5 & ABC Region 6 Rycroft Ag Centre

albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com | 1.800.265.9111
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Fusarium infection in your seed lot – what are your options?
Jeremy Boychyn, MSc P.Ag, Agronomy Research Extension Specialist  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

With recent changes to the regulation of Fusarium graminearum (Fg) the 
spotlight is on management. Depending on where you farm in Alberta, the 
incidence of the disease may be varied. Access to Fg-free seed may be 
variable as well. If there is Fg infection in your seed lot, you have options to 
help manage disease.

The problem
Inoculation of fields with Fusarium graminearum has a significant influence 
on the future impact Fusarium head blight (FHB) has on Alberta wheat and 
barley production. This is especially important for areas of Alberta that 
currently have limited-to-low field inoculum levels. Although spores of Fg 
can blow in from neighbouring fields, a major source of infection comes 
from infected residue. If a seed lot containing Fg infected seed is planted 
into a field with limited-to-no history of Fg or presence of inoculum, those 
seeds produce plants infected with Fg. The Fg fungus progresses from 
the infected seedling tissue up into the stem of the developing plant. 
These Fg infected plants then become infected residue that further build 
field inoculum that increases risk of FHB in future crops within that field, 
especially where rotations are less than two years between host crops. 
One of the best ways to keep your grain free of Fg is to not introduce it 
into your fields. 

This season the frequent rainfall, high humidity and ideal temperatures 
increased FHB risk in numerous areas across Alberta (Figure 1). If high risk 
conditions aligned with anthesis timing and the presence of adequate 
levels of Fg spores, it is likely those crops will see fusarium damaged 
kernels (FDK) and potentially the mycotoxin, deoxynivalenol (DON). If 
the grain is destined for seed use, it could create issues in following crop 
years. What can you do to manage this risk?

Figure 1: Fusarium risk map for Thorsby weather station from end of June to 
early July 2020.

Get your seed tested
The first step is to confirm that what you are seeing and being 
downgraded for is FDK caused by Fg. The best way to confirm Fg is to 
send a representative sample to an accredited lab for pathogen testing 
and the free Canadian Grain Commission’s Harvest Sample Program. 
Your results will provide guidance in making appropriate management 
decisions moving forward. In addition, it is best practice to have a fungal 
screening done on any seed you intend to plant. 

Can I use this for seed next year?

Fg infected kernels can bring additional concerns when used as seed, 
apart from the impacts on yield, grade and marketability. Those concerns 
being:

1. Introduction or further inoculation of a field with Fg, and
2. Implications on crop emergence and establishment.

As mentioned earlier, if your fields and growing region does not have a 
history of FHB caused by Fg, it is best to avoid planting Fg infected seed 
by sourcing clean seed that is free of disease.

A seed lot infected with FHB can reduce the number of seedlings that 
emerge. Previous research by May and Fernandez1 and Gilbert et al 2 
demonstrated that 10 to 25 per cent infection was enough to cause 
significant reductions in emergence. The research also indicated that 
higher infection levels may lead to decreased yields.

What are my options?
There are a few things to consider if your seed is infected and you are 
unable to source clean seed. 

First, what species of Fusarium are you dealing with and what is the history 
of Fg infection in your field, adjacent fields and your region? The primary 
concern is Fg. Although other Fusarium species can cause issues, they tend 
to be less aggressive and are mainly root and crown pathogens. 

Secondly, what are the levels of infection in your seed lot and are you are 
seeing germination and vigour issues from your germination tests? If you 
are in a region that has routine history of FHB and FDK caused by Fg as well 
as high inoculum levels, increasing field inoculum through infected seed is 
less of a concern. The greatest cause for concern is the impact an infected 
seed lot has on plant establishment and potential yield. Recommendations 
from Saskatchewan Agriculture are to use a seed treatment when total 
Fusarium species is greater than 10 per cent and Fg is already established 
in your region. It is also recommended that a producer considers their 
fungal seed test and seed germination test results to assess which 
seed-borne pathogens are present and the need for seed treatment. If 
seed infection levels are high (greater than 10 to 25 per cent) and seed 
germination is below 70 to 80 per cent, then it is recommended to find an 
alternative seed source.

If Fg is not established in your field and/or region, it is not recommended 
to use seed that contains Fg. One also needs to keep in mind other 
Fusarium species that may influence seed germination. If levels of these 
other Fusarium species are high (greater than 10 to 25 per cent) and your 
seed test indicates germinations in the range of 70 to 90 per cent, then a 
seed treatment is recommended to improve seed germination and stand 
establishment. If quality seed supplies are limited, then try to keep the 
level of seed infection with Fg as low as possible (preferably less than one 
per cent), but also make sure to use a recommended seed treatment that 
targets Fg and is applied using sound technology. Lastly, be sure to follow 
a rotation with at least two years between host crops.

For more information on how to manage and mitigate FHB on your farm, 
visit the commissions’ new website called Let’s Manage It! 

albertawheat.com | albertabarley.com

Meet the face behind The Growing Point –  
Jeremy Boychyn, Alberta Wheat and 
Barley Commissions’ agronomy research 
extension specialist.

Get the latest articles, podcasts and videos that help 
you make informed decisions on your farm.

Albertabarley.com/the-growing-point Albertawheat.com/media/the-growing-point

May, W. E., M. R. Fernandez, and G. P. Lafond. “Effect of fungicidal seed treatments on the emergence, development, and grain yield of Fusarium graminearum-infected wheat and barley 
seed under field conditions.” Canadian Journal of Plant Science 90.6 (2010): 893-904.

Gilbert, J., et al. “Role of spring wheat seed infested with Fusarium graminearum in spread and development of fusarium head blight and effects on agronomic performance.” Canadian 
Journal of Plant Pathology 25.1 (2003): 73-81.
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Regulatory changes to Fusarium graminerum in Alberta 
On June 3, 2020, Alberta’s Minister of Agriculture and Forestry signed a 
ministerial order removing Fusarium graminerum (Fg) from the Alberta 
Pest and Nuisance Control Regulation. The Alberta Wheat and Barley 
Commissions were supportive of this change at the direction of our 
farmer members through a resolution that passed at the Alberta Wheat 
Commission’s annual general meeting in 2017, that called for the removal 
of Fg from the Alberta Agricultural Pests Act. The commissions support the 
shift away from regulatory control in favour of a province-wide approach 
that raises awareness of the increasing incidence of the disease in the 
province and encourages use of best management practices regardless of 
confirmed establishment in your area. 

We encourage farmers to consider geographic and field specific 
circumstances in addition to applying best management practices of 
control, including those summarized in The Growing Point article on  
page 7. The commissions, have a number of ongoing initiatives that 
maintain our focus on the issue of Fg, including a significant investment  
into funding research towards mitigating and managing Fg which includes 
the development of new wheat varieties with improved fusarium  
resistant traits.

The commissions have led in the development and launch of a Fg website 
called Let’s Manage It! to provide a one-stop resource for farmers on 
best management practices and all areas of our activities related to Fg 
management and mitigation in the province. Check out managefhb.ca 
today to learn more.

The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions welcome 
O’Toole as leader of the Conservative Party of Canada  
On August 24, 2020 the Conservative Party of Canada (CPC) elected Erin 
O’Toole as their new party leader and now leader of the opposition. In 
addition to his commitment to focus on western alienation and helping 
Canada’s post-pandemic recovery, his agricultural platform promises to 
fight for Canada’s farm families which includes a commitment to end the 
carbon tax, open markets, support agricultural research, recognize farmers 
for their environmental stewardship and to ensure that safety net programs 
are predictable, bankable and manageable. Erin O’Toole has announced 
his leadership team, which includes Manitoba MP Candice Bergen as 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and his shadow cabinet which includes 
MP for Lambton-Kent-Middlesex, Lianne Rood, who will now serve as 
Shadow Minister for Agriculture and Agri-Food having previously served 
as Deputy Shadow Minister in this role. Prior to being elected, MP Rood 
held the role of special assistant to Gerry Ritz where she helped develop 
and pass the Marketing Freedom for Grain Farmers Act, Bill C-18. We look 
forward to engaging with Hon. O’Toole and MP Rood, and opposition 
team in the coming months while continuing to work with all parties to 
advance the priorities of Alberta’s wheat and barley farmers.  

Class 1 - Mandatory Entry Level Training (MELT) 
November 30, 2020 farm extension deadline 
approaching 
Changes to Class 1 licensing that came into effect in October 2018 saw 
the introduction of a Mandatory Entry Level Training Program (MELT) for 
new Class 1 and 2 drivers. To allow farmers time to transition to these new 
requirements while meeting the needs of the 2018 to 2020 crop seasons, 
farmers and farm workers are eligible for an extension by applying to 
Alberta Transportation by November 30, 2020, a deadline that is fast 
approaching. Successful applicants are required to take the pre-MELT Class 
1 knowledge and road test before this date and must also challenge and 
complete the MELT enhanced knowledge and road test by February 28, 
2021. The Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions continue to work across 
commodity groups and with Alberta Transportation to explore options 
to reduce costs and time associated with Class 1 licensing and MELT. We 
encourage farmers to be mindful of these upcoming deadlines. 

Through the Council of Minister Responsible for Transport and Highway 
Safety, Alberta is party to the ratification of a national standard related to 
MELT to ensure that all new drivers coming into the industry are on a level 
playing field. Despite changes to timelines for MELT implementation in the 
United States, Canada is fully committed to fully implementing Class 1 MELT 
by the end of December 2021. Access the application at www.alberta.ca/
assets/documents/trans-melt-farm-extension-application.pdf. 

Year-one observations from Team Alberta’s 
groundbreaking study evaluating energy efficiency  
of grain conditioning systems
As part of a three-year study led by Team Alberta with funding from 
the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, 3D Energy Limited and the Prairie 
Agricultural Machinery Institute are assessing the energy consumption 
of select grain drying systems in Alberta. The study will result in the 
development of a guide for farmers who are looking to install efficient 
on-farm drying systems or improve the efficiency of their existing systems. 
In addition, the information gathered will be used to advocate for policies 
and programming such as quantifying the impact of the carbon tax and 
providing input to energy efficient grain drying programs. Year two will 
build on the benchmark observations from 2019 to develop more fulsome 
recommendations that farmers can use as part of their drying practices for 
harvest 2021. A summary of the year-one observations as well as the full 
report can be found at teamalbertacrops.ca.
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With a mission to drive profitability for Alberta’s wheat and 
barley farmers, the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions 

operate with an integrated management team. 
Our amalgamated staff results in administrative cost savings that allows the commissions to further advance 

innovative research, market access, farm policy and government relations. In this new era of collaboration, the 
Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions serve as leaders in the Canadian agriculture industry. 

Policy TRACKER 
Shannon Sereda, Government Relations and Policy Manager  |  Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions

Visit our Let’s Manage It!  
website to plan your  on-farm 
FHB management  strategy today.

manageFHB.ca
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